[bookmark: _GoBack]                 	 HAWES TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING	MINUTES
                                   And Special Meeting for Proposed Mt. Mariah Event Center  
                                                                     May 19, 2026
Call to order:  Meeting was called to order by Chairman, Jeff Anderson, at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance, at the South Shore Fire Hall in Spruce, MI. 
Roll Call:  Chairman, Jeff Anderson, Vice-Chairman, (vacant), Special Secretary, Lacie Dahn, Cindi McGowen, Regular Secretary and Evelyn Gladhill, Trustee and Trevor MacNeill, member.
Visitors/Guests: Rod Cordes, Hawes Township Supervisor.  Jody Pope, Sandy Pope, Alexander Thayer, Shanee Thayer and Michael Arnold of MA Builders
Regular Meeting was closed and Special Meeting was opened by PC Chair, Jeff Anderson who asked for public comment. Guests explained they were there with their Site Plan to request Planning Commission’s approval of the Mt. Mariah Event Center Site Plan to hold special events i.e. weddings, holiday events, family doings etc. from basically April through December yearly. Planning Commission went through our 9 pages of Finding of Facts Report with them. All the questions were answered/resolved including the Friday and Saturday Music must end at 10 pm per Hawes Ordinance Sec 7-35.  The 300 foot buffer was not acceptable with the applicant requesting a 37 foot variance. Questions were regarding drainage, if all gravel; concern of the grade and if pavement was in future plan. The owner/applicant stated they would shift the building 37 feet to be in compliance and were told they would need to have the calculations done before hand to get conditional approval. All agreed.
This Special Meeting portion was closed at 6:40 pm.
The Regular Planning Commission Meeting opened at 6:45 pm and 
Approval of Agenda by Lacy Dahn, 2nd by Evie Gladhill approved by all, motion carried. 
 Approval of Minutes of Feb 17, 2026 by Evelyn Gladhill, 2nd by Trevor MacNeill. All approved. Motion carried.
Correspondence:   None.
Old Business: 
· Report on Zoning Board of Appeals – None
New Business:
 Mr. Gutzman of Ritchie Rd. property blight issues still has not complied.
Rod Cordes explained the owner of Large Hubbard Lake sign is wanting to relocate this sign to Hawes Township at NE corner of Hubbard Lake Road at Mt Mariah Road.
House is being built next to existing house on Trask Lake Road just West of Hubbard Lake Rd., with Township Supervisor to further check on this.
Base permit fee has increased to $75.00.
Question on what other townships are doing about Tiny Homes?

The next Tri-Township Meeting will be at 7 pm on July 16th, 2026 at Caledonia Township Hall in Spruce.  
The next Planning Commission meeting will be on Tuesday, September 15th, 2026, 6 pm at Hawes Township location at the South Shore Fire Hall. 
Adjournment:  Jeff Anderson made a motion to adjourn our meeting, 2nd by Trevor MacNeill, all approved. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Cindi McGowen,
Hawes Planning Commission Regular Secretary
Minutes sent by email on July 15, 2026 to PC members, Rod Cordes, Janette Richardson-Stover and Esther Budreau
  
